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B0V, GARDNER HAS
NEW TAX SCHEME

NEGOTIATES WITH LEGISLATURE
. FOR CHANGE IN EXISTING

STATUTES, i

TO ELIMINATE INEQUALITIES

Not to Callect Any Direct Taxes for |
Use of State, but Commenwealth
Bhall Derlve Income by
Indirect Methods.

Jefterson City, Mo.

Negotiations looking to a reform of
the unfalr taxation system of Missourl
and a settlement of the vexatious proh-
lems of assessment through legislation
which will cdompletely separate the
sources of state and local revenves are
belng conducted by Gov. Gardner with
members of the legislature, Demo
eratic and Republican.

The proposition being considered is |
that the state shall not collect any |
direct taxes for state purposes. leav-
ing the direc| taxation to provide the
funds for county, municipal and lo-
cal purposes solely and instead shall
derlve all its roevenue from an In-|
creased tax on corporations and fran-
chises, an irsreased inheritance tax,
& more comprehensive and better pro |
ducing income tax, from the {ax on
banks nnd from such other Indirect |
menns k4 may be determined by the |
legislnture

Under the present laws the staje
tax rate for atate purposes is 15 cents .

on the $100 valuation, with an ad-
ditional tate of § cents on the $100
for the payment of interest on tho

stiate capitol bonds. This rate apniles
over Lthe ontire state, )

As a result of the system, Missouri
probably has the mosf uvequal sys-
tem of taxation of any state in the
country, through the failure of the
ASSERROrE L0 AKSeEs proporty at Its real
wvalue, In a county in which the needs
for local revenue are small, property
fa ussesnod at only a fractlon of ite
vilue. In other counties where the
locnl needs are greater, property Is
asseased at a much higher value, In
consequence these counties have to
pay n large proportion of the state's
eXpensed,

Advocates of the plan being con-
sidered gay that if nmo state revenue
ia derived from direct property taxes,
each county will be free to assess
property ut any proportion of Its value
they see fit for lockl needs, without
any injustice beilng done to other por-
tions of the state, each county being
dependent on itself alone for its local |
revenues,

Thus if one county meeded only a
small revenue, it could fix its tax rate
on any assessed valuation to meot [ts
needs, while another county needing |
more revenue, could fix ita tax rate|
at a higher figure, or assens property
AL or near Its true value.

May Oppose Police Salary Ralse.

No argument has been made be
fore the house committee on Munici-
pal Corporations in behnlf of the Bt
Louls police salary bill when the
members of the committee Indicated
they might possibly be advorse to
bill to Increase the salary of police-
men in Kansas City. |

When Representative Keenan of
Kansas City spoke in bebalf of the
Increase in salaries in Kansas City,
Representative Razovsky of St. Louis |
asked him it It was not a political
move,

Keenan declared that the patrol-
men of hig city were only asking for
an increase of $26 a month, They
now receive $80 a month.

Vouchers in Question,

Representative Dyott, Republican
floor leader, has called a caucus of the
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Republican members to Investigate »|" Morning”

couple of vouchers which have been |
mwade out and apparently pald to B
L. Guffy, a Republican politiclan,
whose name I8 on the payroll as a
“Journal olerk.” Dyott sald he is well |
acquainted with Guffy, and that Guffy
bad not been in Jefferson City slnm-|
the legislature met, Jan, 10, |

The first voucher drawn in favor of
Guffy was executed Jan. 16 for $21, as
compensation for slx days’ work. The
second vousher was drawn Jan. 31 for
$66, and s pay for 16 days' work at
$3.50 per day.

The vouchers were drawn on Aundi- |
tor Hackmann on legislative: scrip Is- |
sued by William G. Kitchen, chlef|
elerk of' the hoose. |

The ‘auditor hab no cholce in the |
matter, but Is compelled to pay these |
vouchers as they are presented.

Referendum Discussed.

Many Inguiries are belug made here
concerning the likelihood of the liguor
interests launching n move to submit
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joyment must the French get out af
our boys efforts to speink theld lan
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THE FAMOUS SECOND REGIMENT BAND, K. OF P.

e Also the Official 8. L. I. P. U. of A, Band which covered itself with glory at Convention Hall on the occasion of the commencement of the 300 years In America.
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Happenings of More or Less

Interest Gathered From
Many Sources.
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John N, Frazes vho had been a
hant at Madison more than thivty
died recently. e

Ohio sovenly yYears oo,
Kansas City aboutr 1880

i survived by his wife, o
Mise Bernice Frages,
who & in the armny at
lown

mer
y&urs
moving o
Mr. Fraore
dunghier,
and a son, John,
Fort Dodge,

- 'L

The luomber yvard of E, C. Abernathy
Lumber Company was destroyed by
fire st Baxter Springs recently. The
Van Dusen plaping mill and all mw
chinery und two small dwellings are
ulso In ashes. The lumber yard con
tuined nearly $50,000 of stock, Insur
suce $28,000; the planing mill, 35000,
insurance, §2,000,

George L. Evans, a traveling sales
man, whose home is belieyed to be in
Knonsas Oity, Jied on ke strest in
Topoka recently, The coronsr sanl
death was caused by spoplexy. Let
ters in Evans's pocket were addresssd
to him at 4527 Robert Gillham Road,
Kansas City, Mo, .

Dr. R. B, Peery, for the lust seven
years president of Midlund College, sl
Atchison, har necepted & call ug pas
tor of the Lutheran church at Pole,

HL, und will move there about: Mareh
¥ )
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